Readings for Sunday, November 12th, 2017

First Reading: Lamentations 3:22-33
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,”
says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”
The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good
that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. It is good for one to
bear the yoke in youth, to sit alone in silence when the Lord has imposed it, to put
one’s mouth to the dust (there may yet be hope), to give one’s cheek to the
smiter, and be filled with insults.
For the Lord will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have
compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not
willingly afflict or grieve anyone.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been
granted to the churches of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction,
their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of
generosity on their part. For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to
their means, and even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege
of sharing in this ministry to the saints— and this, not merely as we expected;
they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, so that we
might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should also
complete this generous undertaking among you. Now as you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our
love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.
I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love
against the earnestness of others. For you know the generous act of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that
by his poverty you might become rich.
And in this matter I am giving my advice it is appropriate for you who began last
year not only to do something but even to desire to do something— now finish
doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to
your means. For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what
one has—not according to what one does not have.
I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is
a question of a fair balance between your present abundance and their need, so
that their abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair
balance. As it is written, “The one who had much did not have too much, and the
one who had little did not have too little.”
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

