Readings for Sunday, March 10, 2019
First Reading: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the
Almighty, will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I
trust.”
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place,
no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On
their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone. You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the serpent
you will trample under foot.
Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name. When
they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue
them and honour them. With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my
salvation.

Second Reading: Living Faith: Baptism Section 7.6
Baptism is a sign and seal of our union with Christ and with his church. Through it
we share in the death and resurrection of Christ and are commissioned to his
service...
In Baptism, water is administered in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. The water signifies the washing away of sin, the start of new
life in Christ, and the gift of the Holy Spirit...
By the power of the Holy Spirit God acts through Baptism. It is the sacrament not
of what we do but of what God has done for us in Christ. God's grace and our
response to it are not tied to the moment of Baptism, but continue and deepen
throughout life. It is a sacrament meant for those who profess their faith and for
their children. Together we are the family of God.
Baptism is also an act of discipleship that requires commitment and looks towards
growth in Christ. Those baptized in infancy are called in later years to make
personal profession of Christ. What is born may die. What is grafted may wither.
Congregations and those baptized must strive to nurture life in Christ.
Baptism assures us that we belong to God. In life and in death our greatest
comfort is that we belong to our faithful Saviour Jesus Christ.

